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Nuclear Materials Routing Exceptions Hazardous Materials Routing

As a  genera l rule, vehic les c a rrying a n a m o unt o f ha za rd o us m a teria ls tha t
require p la c a rd s, m ust rem a in o n d esigna ted  ha za rd o us m a teria ls ro utes.  There
a re so m e exc ep tio ns to  the rule:
• Yo u m a y lea ve a n a utho rized  ro ute in o rd er to  servic e a  vehic le.
• Yo u m a y lea ve a n a utho rized  ro ute fo r lo c a l p ic kup  o r d elivery o f ha za rd o us
m a teria ls.
• Yo u m a y lea ve a n a utho rized  ro ute d ue to  em ergenc ies tha t wo uld  m a ke
c o ntinued  use o f the ro ute unsa fe.
• Yo u m a y lea ve a n a utho rized  ro ute when it is c lo sed  p ursua nt to  42-20-304,
CRS.
A p erso n tra nsp o rting ha za rd o us m a teria ls m a y m a ke suc c essive lo c a l p ic kup s
a nd  d eliveries witho ut returning to  the ro ute b etween d eliveries, when returning
to  the ro ute is unrea so na b le.
Agric ultura l p ro d uc ts o ther tha n Cla ss 2 m a teria ls a s d efined  in 49 CFR, o ver
lo c a l ro a d s b etween field s o f the sa m e fa rm , a re exc ep ted  fro m  the sta tuto ry
requirem ents when tra nsp o rted  b y a  fa rm er who  is a n intra sta te p riva te m o to r
c a rrier a nd  the m o vem ent o f the a gric ultura l p ro d uc t is in c o m p lia nc e with 49
CFR 173.5 a nd  42-20-108.5, CRS.
So m e m o to r vehic les tha t a re c a rrying ha za rd o us m a teria ls, even a m o unts tha t
m a y require p la c a rd s, a re no t sub jec t to  the ro uting requirem ents. V ehic les
c a rrying m a teria ls d esc rib ed  in Ta b le 2 o f 49 CFR 172.504 in the fo llo wing
c o nfigura tio ns:
• Qua ntities o f less tha n 500 ga llo ns o f Ta b le 2 ha za rd o us m a teria ls.
• Ta b le 2 ha za rd o us m a teria ls in c o nta iners o f five ga llo ns o r less.
• Ta b le 2 ha za rd o us m a teria ls when they a re p a c ka ged  a s c o nsum er
c o m m o d ities a s d efined  in 49 CFR.
Ad d itio na lly, m o to r vehic les tha t a re tra nsp o rting o res, the p ro d uc ts fro m  m ining,
m illing, sm elting, o ther sim ila r p ro c essing o f o res, a nd  the wa stes a nd  ta ilings
fro m  tho se p ro c esses o r sp ec ia l firewo rks a s d efined  in 49 CFR 173.88  when
the a ggrega te a m o unt o f fla sh p o wd er d o es no t exc eed  fifty p o und s, a re
exc ep ted  fro m  the requirem ents o f ro uting.

Nuc lea r M a teria ls a re d efined  a s a  highwa y ro ute c o ntro lled  qua ntity o f
ra d io a c tive m a teria ls, in 42-20-402, CRS. When tra nsp o rting a  Nuc lea r
M a teria l, c a rriers a re required  to  rem a in o n d esigna ted  nuc lea r m a teria l ro utes.
Ca rriers a re no t to  d evia te fro m  d esigna ted  nuc lea r m a teria ls ro utes exc ep t
und er c erta in c irc um sta nc es:
• Ca rriers m a y d evia te fro m  d esigna ted  ro utes in o rd er to  m a ke lo c a l p ic k-up s
o r d eliveries.
• Ca rriers m a y d evia te fro m  d esigna ted  ro utes when c o ntinued  use o f the ro ute
is unsa fe.
• Ca rriers m a y d evia te fro m  d esigna ted  ro utes in o rd er to  refuel.
• Ca rriers m a y d evia te fro m  d esigna ted  ro utes when the ro ute is c lo sed  d ue to
ro a d  c o nd itio ns, ro a d  c o nstruc tio n o r m a intena nc e o p era tio ns.
When a n em ergenc y c o nd itio n exists o r when the d esigna ted  nuc lea r m a teria ls
ro ute c lo sed  d ue to  a d verse wea ther c o nd itio ns, o r o ther c irc um sta nc es, the
Co lo ra d o  Sta te Pa tro l (CSP) m a y d esigna te a n a lterna tive ro ute. The CSP
requires nuc lea r m a teria ls b e esc o rted  while o ff the d esigna ted  ro ute. Ca rriers
m ust c o nta c t the nea rest CSP Co m m unic a tio ns Center fo r instructio ns p rio r to
d evia ting fro m  a  d esigna ted  ro ute.
There a re exc ep tio ns to  the d efinitio n o f nuc lea r m a teria ls. These exc ep tio ns
rem o ve the m a teria ls d esc rib ed  fro m  the ro uting requirem ents d isc ussed
ea rlier. Nuc lea r M a teria ls, a s d efined  in 42-20-402, CRS. d o  no t inc lud e:
• Nuc lea r m a teria ls used  fo r resea rc h o r m ed ic a l p urp o ses within Co lo ra d o . A
Highwa y Ro ute Co ntro l Qua ntity (HRCQ) o f ra d io a c tive m a teria l used  to
irra d ia te m ed ic a l sup p lies a nd  equip m ent is no t c o nsid ered  a s b eing “used  fo r
m ed ic a l p urp o ses” a nd  is therefo re required  to  a b id e b y the nuc lea r m a teria l
ro uting rules.
• Ra d io a c tive m a teria ls tra nsp o rted  a s o res o r p ro d uc ts fro m  m ining, m illing,
sm elting, o r sim ila r p ro c essing o f o res, a nd  m inera l-b ea ring m a teria ls.
• Ra d io a c tive m a teria ls utilized  in na tio na l sec urity a c tivities und er the d irec t
c o ntro l o f the Dep a rtm ent o f Defense; ra d io a c tive m a teria ls und er the d irec t
c o ntro l o f the Dep a rtm ent o f Energy used  in c a rrying o ut a to m ic  energy d efense
a c tivities a s d efined  in the fed era l “Nuc lea r Wa ste Po lic y Act o f 1982,” 42 U SC
10101 et seq.
Fina lly, c a rriers tra nsp o rting nuc lea r m a teria ls sha ll b e fa m ilia r with the rules
a nd  regula tio ns a d o p ted  b y the Co lo ra d o  Sta te Pa tro l a nd  p ub lished  und er 8
CCR 1507-25. Ad d itio na lly, the c a rrier is required  to  c o m p ly with the p ro visio ns
o f 49 CFR 397.101(c).

Routing Decision Chart
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Gas/Diesel routing ends here.
City streets can be used.

La Junta / Otero County

Colorado State Patrol
Hazardous Materials Unit

(303) 273-1900
http s://www.c o lo ra d o .go v/c sp /ha za rd o us-m a teria ls

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/csp/hazardous-materials
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