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The Executive Direc;orx

FROM: Transportation Planning Diﬁision, Planning Support Braach

.’ . ;' . . .
The following resolution: ig submitted for Highway Commissfion
consideration. Supporting information, as required, is attached.
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the following resolution was passed

Resolution No. 5 75: “b-‘
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Chief Engineer w/attachments
Commission Secretary

Coples:

; seédﬁded by /7//4 AU} VAN

5-12-78

WHEREAS, the proposed Rightfoﬁway-Projeét F7550~2(l)'and Constritction
. Project DP-RF 550~2(8) have been completed on a new alignment, thus

relocating that portion of S.H. 550, and

HHEREAS,-the Board of County Commissioners for La Plata County has
agreed to add the old alignment to its county road system upon com-
pletion of Project DP-RF 550-1(8), and o

WHEREAS, Item C of the "Considerations for Additions and Deletions to

the State Highway" system states that "There should be agreement be- =™

tween the local agencies and the Highway Department on' disposition of
Highway abandonments," and L ' .

WHEREAS, the State Highway Commission has'detgrmined that the old

alignment of State Highway 550.1s no longer necessary as part of the j~'

State Highway System because of the reIOCation,_and

WHEREAS, it does not abpeaf fhat any landowners. will suffer daﬁages "

- because of the abandonment of the portion of S.H. 550,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that State Highway 550 be designated to
follow the alignment of DP-RF 550-2(8) and that all portions of the
old ‘alignmwent not needed for State Highway purposes be hereby aban-'
doned from the State Highway System, and -

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate District Engineer be

instructed to negotiate with the Board of County Commissioners the
transfe; of the old alignment. o ‘ :
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- CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
DENMY R EHLERS ATTORNEYS AT LAW ' TELEPHONE:
RAYMOND C. LEAKE? . 102 WEST IBTH STREET (970) 269-2680

'ROBERT £ CRANE
JAMES A CASEY*
PAUL J. SCHMIDT
OUKE EGGLESTON{

DURANGO. COLORADC 81301 FACSIMILE:

September 13, 1995

1ALSO ADMITTED (N ILLINGLS
*ALSO ADMITTED 1N NEW MEXICQA
$ALSO AGMITTED IN TEHNESSEE

Mr. Steve Chapman

Right of Way Specialist/Engineer

Colorado State Department of Transportation
3803 North Main, Suite 300

Durange, CO 81301

Re: U.S. Highway 550 North (Vicinity of James Ranch)

Dear Steve:

On behalf of a client, we are investigating the procedures involved in vacating

old U.S. Highway 550 and its right of way from Hermosa north to the current location

* of the Animas Aggregate aperation on the "Thompson property” between the river

and the existing highway right of way. This stretch of property is located in Section

2 of Township 36 North, Range 9 West, N.M.P.M. and Section 36 of Township 37
North, Range 9 West, N.M.P.M.

Any information you can provide to me including specific documents of record
and procedures involved in vacating this highway right of way will be greatly
appreciated. '

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Dennv R. Ehlers
Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C

DRE/ajf
c: Mr. Rick Maya

(970) 269-6154




Date: 05-Dec—-1995 11:30am MST

TO: Carl Watson QDUR ( WATSONC )
CC: Darrel Lowder @DUR : { LOWDERD )
CcC: Randy Crumbaugh @DUR { CRUMBAUGHR )
From: Steven Chapman @DUR ( CHAPMANS )
Dept: D5PREROW

Tel No: (970)385-1400 Ext:
Subject: Denny Ehlers

Carl:

Attached herewith is the December 1, 1995 and a copy of the
September 13, 1995 letters from Mr. Ehlers.

Questions concerning the vacation of highway right-of-way are
asked.

Mr. Ehlers is supplementing this query with a map.

Please let me know if there are any issues I can help you with.

- Thanks

Steve




CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
DENNY R. EHLERS ATTORNEYS AT LAW TELERPHMONE: -

RAYMOND C. LEAKEt 102 WEST 18TH STREET R {570) 259-2680
RT E. CRAN E

R;)BE AE E Y.E DURANGO, COLORADO 8130I CE FACSIMILE:

JAMES A CASE IE’;{ 259-6354

DUKE £GGLESTON}

tALSO ADMITTED IN ILLINGIS CQL 4 !9
*ALSO ADMITTED (N NEW MEXICO OP“DODE 9‘5
$ALSO ADMITTED (N TENNESSEE srﬁu o 7
GT(’O sr};@ ﬁ“lv.q-
LCrs POF?T
= T
"RW_,. ON
December 1, 1995 MR,

Mr. Steve Chapman.

Right of Way Specialist/Engineer

Colerado State Departiment of Transportation
3803 North Main, Suite 300

Durango, CO 81301

Re: U.S. Highway 550 North (Vicinity of James Ranch)
Dear Steve:

This letter shall serve as a follow up to my September 13, 1995 letter to you
wherein | requested you forward to me any information and/or procedures involved
in vacating a portion of Highway 550 and its right of way (a copy of said letter is
enclosed for your convenience). Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,
Denny R. Ehlers
Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C

DRE/a|f
c: Mr. Rick Mayo
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CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EMLERS

A PROFESSIQONAL CORPORATION 1> z'! gt
DENNY R. EHLERS ATTORNEYS AT LAW TE-i gg Eb

RAYMOND C. LEAKE? 102 WEST IBTH STREET (a70) 80
ROBERT £ CRANE DURANGO. COLORADO 81301 FacsIMILE:
JAMES A CASEY* ’9 ) 259-6354
DUKE EGGLESTON] éc
tALSQ ADMITTED IN [LLINOIS December 5, 1995 @/b
"ALSO ADMITTED IN NEW MEXICO 4 gfc
$ALSO ADMITTED IN TENNESSEE CQto -~
P
co“@r,?o By ¥ /9 .95
Mr. Carl Watson e’mﬁjsrgg%*
PR CF S,
Colorado State Department of Transportatlon -_,,g&“"%%
¥ ke
3803 North Main, Suite 300 Mo,

Durango, CO 81301

Re: Old Highway 550 Abandonment, Adjacent to James Ranch,

North of Hermosa
Dear Carl:

| wrote a letter to Steve Chapman in September, 1995, which he never
received. When | provided him another copy recently he indicated that the
correspondence should more appropriately be directed to you. Steve has indicated he
was going to hand deliver the letter to you and | am providing copies of those two
ietters herewith for your convenience.

As | described to Steve, we are interested in determining when and what
process was involved in the relocation of U.S. Highway 550 in the area of the James
Ranch, north of Hermosa. We represent a client that has property that previously had
access by virtue of an old public road that actually crossed the Animas River at a
bridge and then proceeded westerly to the point where it hooked up to the old
Highway 550. | have enclosed a copy of an old geologic survey map that gives an
approximate location of both the public road and the old 550 prior to the relocation.
Hopefully, this map will give you a reference regarding what we are interested in
determining.

| would appreciate having an appointment with you and the opportunity to
review any documents or records that would shed some light on these circumstances
at your earliest possible convenience.

Your cooperation and assistance is greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

= —
R. Ehlers
Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C

DRE/ajt




DENNY R EHLERS
RAYMOND C. LEAKE?
ROBERT E. CRANE
JAMES A. CASEY*
DUKE EGGLESTON}

tALSO ADMITTED IN ILLINOIS
*ALEQ ADMITTED IN NEW MEXICO
$}ALSO ADMITTED IN TENNESSEE

Mr. Steve Chapman

CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
102 WEST 18TH STREET
'DURANGO. COLORADO 81301

December 1, 1995

Right of Way Specialist/Engineer
Colorado State Department of Transportation
3803 /North Main, Suite 300

Durapgo, CO 81301

Defar Steve:

Re:  U.S. Highway 550 North (Vicinity of James Ranch)

TELEPHONE! -
(970) 259-2680

FACSIMILE:
(970) 259-6354

This letter shall serve as a follow up to my September 13, 1995 letter to you

wherein | requested you forward to me any information and/or procedures involved
in vacating a portion of Highway 550 and its right of way (a copy of said letter is
enclosed for your convenience). Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,
Denny R. Ehlers
Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C

DRE/ajf
c: Mr. Rick Mayo
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DENNY A EHLERS
RAYMOND C. LEAKE?
ROBERT E. CRANE -
JAMES A CASEY"

PAUL J SCHMIDT )
DUKE EGGLESTON} ',f
tALSO ADMITTED IN ILLIN /lS

*ALSO ADMITTED IN NEWMEXICO
{ALSO ADMITTED IN TEMNESSEE

Mr. Steve/ Chapman
ay Specialist/Engineer

Right of

- CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

ATTORNEYS AT LAW TELEPHONE:
102 WEST I8TH STREET (970) 259-2680
DURANGQ, COLORADD 81301 FACSIMILE:

(97Q) 259-6354

September 13, 19956

Colorado|State Department of Transportation
3803 Nogth Main, Suite 300

Durango,/CO 81301

f
Re:

Dear Steve:

< -U.S. Highway 550 North (Vicinity of James Ranchi

On behalf of a client, we are investigating the procedures involved in vacating
old U.S. Highway 550 and its right of way from Hermosa north to the current location
of the Animas Aggregate operation on the “Thompson property" between the river
and the existing highway right of way. This stretch of property is located in Section
2 of Township 36 North, Range 9 West, N.M.P.M. and Section 36 of Township 37
North, Range 9 West, N.M.P.M. ,

Any information you can provide to me including specific documents of record
and procedures involved in vacating this highway right of way will be greatly

appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation.

DRE/ajf

c: Mr. Rick Mayo

Very truly yours, '
Y
Denny R. Ehlers

Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C



DENNY R EHLERS
RAYMOND C LEAKE?
ROBERT E. CRANE
JAMES A CASEY®
DUKE EGGLESTON]

fALSO ADMITTED IN ILLINGIS
TALSO ADMITTED IN NEW MEXICQ
1ALSO ADMITTED (N TENNESSEE

CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
102 WEST 1IBTH STREET
DURANGO, COLORADO 81301

TELEPHONE:
(370) 259-2680

FACSIMILE:
(970) 259-6354

December 11, 1995

Ogp 70 EQ
0, & i .
VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL "‘Dr«s,:%"sn;«, o %9
Mr. Randy Crumbaugh ‘@mﬁﬁﬁgﬁwwm
Colorado State Department of Transportation ‘mﬂhmh‘“mw
3803 North Main, Suite 300 T,

Durango, CO 81301
Re: U.S. Highway 550/Public Road Vicinity of James Ranch
Dear Mr. Crumbaugh:

Thank you for taking the time to give me a telephone call in
response to our latest letter to the Department of Transportation
on this subject. I apologize for not including a copy of the
U.S.G.S. map with the latest letter. I am providing to you by
facsimile transmission this letter and a reduced copy of the
U.S5.G.S. map which may not be readable with reduction and also fax
transmission. I am also mailing to you a 11" x 17" version of the
map which is certainly more readable and will be of more value to
you in attempting to assist us in obtaining the information we have
requested.

0Of interest, you will note that East Animas Road (County Road
250), at the time this map was made, extended up a section line to
approximately the location of Pinkerton Hot Springs. The map does
show the existence of Baker’s Bridge as you indicated in our
telephone conversation, but the roadway connecting the two appears
to beé little more than a trail. This does give credence to the
County Commissioner minutes that shows that the bridge was
relocated to the Pinkerton Hot Springs location.

More importantly, it appears to me that U.S. Highway 550, at
that time, stayed to the east of the railrocad tracks and to the
east of the existing Animas Ditch from just south of Pinkerton Hot
Springs, all the way to Hermosa. At Hermosa, it appears that the
highway took a 90° turn to the northwest, just north of Hermosa
Creek, prior to attaching to what is now County Road 203. Given
the foregoing, it appears that the highway was moved to the west
sometime subsequent to the icreation of this map. Hopefully, the
Highway Department has records indicating how and when this
relocation in this particular area occurred,

After you have had an opportunity to review this material,
please give me a call or drop me a note so that we can get together



Mr. Randy Crumbaugh
December 11, 1995
Page 2 '

and discuss whatever it is you are able to find. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation.

Very truly yours,

Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C
DRE/ajf



DEC-11-1995 17:23 FROM CRANE LEAKE CASEY EHLERS 70 3851418 P.A1

' ~
CRANE, LEAKE, CASEY & EHLERS
; A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION,
DENNY R EHLERS ATTC :
RAYMOND €. LEAKE! . _ozwi Post-it™ brand tax transmitial memo 7671 | # ot pages » 3

_T::E:lic::::' | | BURANG! :?_.Qh&ﬁr Li*m.-\\k.-;x:z__%\fa e m\?! 5‘;\\@'5
o. .

DUKE EGGLESTOiN:

. . J Dept. Phone #
TALSO ADMITTED INILLINDIG

Fax ¥

$A1L30 AOMITTED, I TennESSEE ) Fax # B 8 5‘ ,4 ]U
' Deceml ‘:

VIA PACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL
Mr. Randy Crumbaugh

Colorado State Department of Transportation
3803 North Main, Suite 300
Durango, CO 81301 -

"aLSO AOMITTED |:’ NEW MEXICO

Re: U.S. Highway 550/Public Reoad Vicinity of James Ranch
Dear Mr. Crumbaugh:

Thank you for taking the time to give me a telephone call in
response to our latest letter to the Department of Transportation
on thHis subject. I apologize for not including a copy of the
U.S.G.S. map with the latest letter. I am providing to you by
facsimile transmission this letter and a reduced copy of the
U.S.G.3. map which may not be readable with reduction and also fax
transmission. I am also mailing te you a' 11" x 17" version of the
map which is certainly more readable and will be of more value to
you in attempting to assist us in obtaining the information we have.
requested. ‘

f interest, you will note that East Animas Road (County Road
250),. at the time this map was made, extended up a section line to
approximately the location of Pinkerton Hot Springs. The map does
show |the existence of Baker‘s Bridge as you indicated in our
telephone conversation, but the roadway connecting the two appears
to be little more than a trail. This does give credence to the
Countly Commissioner minutes that. shows that the bridge was

relodated to the Pinkerton Hot Springs locaticn.

More importantly, it appears to me that U.S. Highway 550, at
that time, stayed to the east of the railroad tracks and to the
east iof the existing Animas Ditch from just south of Pinkerton Hot
Springs., all the way to Hermosa. At Hermosa, it appears that the
highway took a 90° turn to the northwest, just north of Hermosa
Creek, prior to attaching to what is now County Road 203. Given
the foregoing, it appears that the highway was moved to the west
sometlime subsequent to the icreation of this map. Hopefully, the
Highway Department has records indicating how and when this
relodation in this particular area occurred.

After you have had an opportunity to review this material,
pleage give me a call or drop me a note so that we can get together

Q_'_____AA -



DEC-11-1935 17:23 FROM CRANE LERKE CASEY EHLERS 10 3851418 P.B2
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Mr. Randy Crumbaugh
December 11, 1995

Page %
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and discuss whatever it is you are able to find. Thank you for
your assistance and cooperation.

Very truly yours,

A Ze
enrly R. Ehlers T

Crane, Leake, Casey & Ehlers, P.C

DRE/aj f
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although he could not guarantee the passage of 2 supplemental, he fully understood
and approved the actfon being taken, It was concluded that no action was required
on the part of the Commission to effect the loan.

At 10:15 AM,, Chairman Schmidt called for a recess of 15 minutes.

) At 10:30 A.M,, the meeting was reconvened and Mr. Greg Henk was asked to
discuss the various Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) documents,
On a motion by Hanavan, seconded by Fortino and a vote of the Commission, the
following resolution was unanimously adopted.

RES. NO, WHEREAS, the Highway Commission has adopted Policy

- 875-D Directive 1603 concerning which planning documents,
as part of the urban transportation planning process,
must be submitted to the State Highway Commission for
approval; and, : :

WHEREAS, the Denver Regional Council of Governments

on November 16, 1977, approved the document entitled
Policy Structure and Evaluation Measures for Regional
Transportation Planning, dated September 23, 1977,
which will be used in the Transportation Plan Restate-
ment process to specify an evaluation framework for
assessment af the regional transportatien plan; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Highway Com-
mission has reviewed the goals, pelicies, and evalu-
ation criteria to be used by the Denver Regional
Council of Governments in the Transportation Plan
Restatement process and found the document to be con-
sistent with the goals and objectives of the Department
of Highways.

Mr. Henk then gave the Commission a detailed report on the deferrment of
the Afr Quality Assessment Statement, o

Chairman Schmidt then asked Chief Engineer Haase to present the Planning reso-
lution far consideration. On a motion by Roundtree, seconded by Hanavan and a vote
of the Commission, the following resolution was unanimously adopted.

RES. NO. WHEREAS, the proposed Right-of-Way Project F 550-2(1)
876-0 and Construction Project DP-RF 550-2(8) have been com-

pleted on a new alignment, thus relocating that portion -

\‘ui‘“ of S.H. 550, and

PR _ "+ WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for Lﬁ Plata

‘County has agreed to add the old alignment to its county
P ] * road system upon completion of Project DP-RF 550-1(8), and

t HHEREAS, Item C of the "Considerations for Additions and
.. Deletions to the State Highway System" states that "There
4 . should be agreement between the 1ocal agencies and the

. -l?;.t \\{\ Highway Department on disposition of Highway abandonments,”
".' m"'"ﬂ“,.-l-l"' ' and, .

WHEREAS, the State Highway Commission has determined that
the old alignment of State Highway 550 1s no longer nec-
essary as part of the State Highway System because of

the relocation, and

WHEREAS, it does not appear that any landowners will suffer
damages because of the abandonment of the portion of S.H,
. 550,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that State Highway 550 be
designated to foilow the alignment of DP-RF 560-2(8} and
that a1l portions of the old alignment not needed for
State Highway purposes be hereby abandoned from the State
Highway System, and

- 565 -
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RES, NO, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriate District
876-D Engineer be {nstructed to negotiate with the Board of
{Cont,) County Commissioners the transfer of the old alignment.

On a motion by Hanavan, seconded by Mattlage and a vote of the Commission,
the following resnlution was unanimously adepted.

RES. WO, WHEREAS, the Divisfon of Highways, State of Colorado,
§77=0 owns property known as Project No. F 036-1{2}, South

Wadsworth = Hampden to Oeer Creek, in Jefferson County,
as described below:

WHEREAS, the Division of Highways has declared, through
£, N. Haase, as Chief Engineer, that this property is
no longer needed for highway purposes:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Division of
Highways be given the authority to dispose of this
property by offering 1t to any political subdivision
of this State at the Department's cost of acquisition
to be used for the restoration, preservation, and en-
hancement of scenic beauty for the development of rest,
recreation, and sanitary facilities or for the develop-
ment of green bYelts as the term is commonly used;

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED, that after a 90-day pertod, if
no political subdivision has offered to acquire said
parcel for the above described purposes, the Division

of Highways be authorized to offer said parcel to the
orfginal owner at market value determined by an apprafsal
of safd parcel;

FURTHER, 1f the ariginal owner shall refuse such offer, the
Division of Highways may dispose of said parcel iIn any
manner the Chief Engineer deems advisable at the market
value as set by an appraisal,

A tract or parce) of land No, 6-EX of the State Department of Highways, Divi-
sion of Highways, State of Colorado, Project No. F 036-1(2), containing 19,233 sq.
ft., more or 1ess, in the SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of Section 2, Township 5, South,
Range 69 West, of the Sixth Principal Meridian, in Jefferson County, Colorade,
said tract or parcel being more particularly described as follows:

_--‘Eé'innjpg.at a point on the west right-of-way line of South Wadsworth Blvd,
£§Q\Q61.'Mardh-]978). from which point the SE corner of the SW 1/4 of Sec, 2 bears
S Ae'107 34 08" E,, 4 distance of 568.0 feet;

-

s 1. Thence N:'6% 46' 30" W,, along the satd west right-of-way line, of
S .. South Wadsworth 81vd, (SH 121, March 1978), & distance of 299.5
e | et
. ; \2.a Thence N..iD 57' £., continuing along said right-of-way line, a
Lor. distach of 348.7 feet;

' ‘I'r- ,‘c“\- i

"4, Lithence N. 19° 03 E., continuiny along said right-of-way line a
distance of 97.1 feet; ’ 5

4, Thence S. 0° 38' 20" W, a distance of 737,7 feet, mire or less,
to the point of beginning.

The Commissfon discussed at scme length the 100% increase in funding needed
for Project FCU 040-2(13) 1n Steamboat Springs,

On a motion by Hanavan, seconded by Roundtree and a vote of the Commission, the
following resolutfon was unanimously adopted,




RCPTH# 695409 10/13/95 QUS55PM  3PG
LINDA DALEY LAPLATA CNTY CO RES

'lrﬁUL“,
R 1\1ereby Certify that this attached Resolution Number 876-D is a true

-' .+ and exact copy of the resclution as adopted by the Highway Commission

_._‘.. of Colorado on. May 12, 1978.

n --rmspoamnon COMMISSION OF COLORADO

Ggpober 4.71995
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